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WORKFORCE REFORM BILL 2013 — MINISTER FOR POLICE’S COMMENTS 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [3.56 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That standing orders be suspended so far as to enable the following motion to be moved forthwith — 

(1) That this house censures the Minister for Police for misleading the Parliament yesterday 
regarding the application of the Workforce Reform Bill 2013 to police when she made the 
following untrue comments — 

(a) “Police are not part of that legislation at this moment in time.”  

(b) “… it would be premature to include police in this package at this moment in time.” 

(c) “We are dealing with them separately from the Workforce Reform Bill.” 

(2) Further, that this house, noting that the Premier stated in Parliament today that the provisions 
of the Workforce Reform Bill that deal with the negotiations will apply to police, now calls 
upon the Minister for Police to make a personal explanation and apologise. 

I think that proper standards in this house should apply. I expected that the minister’s answer yesterday was 
wrong, and I believed that she had misled the house then. I waited for the opportunity of today asking the 
Premier a question. At the conclusion of his question, the Premier admitted that the Workforce Reform Bill will 
apply to police officers; he made that very clear today. When I also looked for further evidence, I looked at the 
Premier’s second reading speech. He said in that second reading speech — 

First, it will make changes to the Industrial Relations Act 1979 by requiring the WA Industrial 
Relations Commission to take into specific account in its various considerations the government’s 
applicable public sector wages policy statement, the financial position and fiscal strategy of the state, 
and the financial position of the relevant public sector entity.  

The Premier has confirmed that those provisions and other provisions contained in part 2 of the bill will apply to 
police as a workforce—that is, to police, to police auxiliary officers, to Aboriginal liaison officers and to anyone 
else employed under the Police Act. This is diametrically opposed to what the Minister for Police said in the 
house yesterday. A proper standard would have required that at the moment that the Minister for Police became 
aware that she had misled the house—I expect it may have been after question time yesterday, if she has any 
advisers who are worth their salt, or it may have been later yesterday evening or indeed only this morning; at the 
very least, at whatever point she became aware—she should have come into this house and made a personal 
explanation and apologised for misleading the house and corrected the record of the house. She did not do that. 
That is why I would like to move this motion now. If the government will agree to it, I would be more than 
happy to allow private member’s time for the police minister to make her clarification and to apologise to the 
house. It is something that she has failed to do. It is also something that the Premier, if he had proper standards, 
would have required her to do before now. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Leader of the Opposition) [3.59 pm]: I rise to explain why this matter 
is urgent. It is important that we get a proper explanation from the Minister for Police about this. It is a matter of 
public importance for workforce reform.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Speak on the bill.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is a matter of public importance. Members will note that WA Police and its 
representatives are currently taking up the issue on behalf of its members with members of Parliament because 
they consider what happens to police to be an urgent issue. Other industrial organisations are doing the same 
thing because they consider important what happens to employees of the Western Australian public sector. But 
because the police force and its members—police officers across Western Australia—have raised these issues 
and there has been perhaps a bit of debate about whether this bill applies to police officers, the shadow Minister 
for Police asked a reasonable question yesterday of the police minister about whether the Workforce Reform 
Bill’s controls or restrictions on pay rises for members of the public sector will apply to police officers. In other 
words: does the legislation apply to police officers? The Minister for Police quite clearly said to the house that 
those laws did not apply to police officers. Consequent upon that announcement in this Parliament in question 
time yesterday, we advised police officers around Western Australia that their pay arrangements would not be 
restricted by this legislation because the minister told the house that. Today in question time we learnt from the 
Premier that that was not a correct statement by the minister. I think the Premier knew it was not a correct 
statement the moment the minister said it yesterday, because I saw the look on his face. Essentially, we have had 
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a full day of misleading information out in the public domain, and police officers being advised of something 
that was wrong. If a minister says something to this Parliament that is wrong, it is incumbent on the minister —  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Cover your tracks.  

The SPEAKER: Premier!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: — to immediately correct the record. That is the time-honoured tradition in this place, yet 
there was no correction of the record or of untrue statements in question time.  

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I think to use the word “untrue” is way over the top.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If this is a debating point, a debating point can be made. If members want to talk about 
truthfulness in this Parliament, I refer to none other than the Leader of the Opposition. Bring it on.  

The SPEAKER: There is no point of order.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I note that the word “untrue” is in the motion as well.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Sleazy.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I call on the Premier to withdraw that accusation against me.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I withdraw, Mr Speaker, and I will have something to say.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: All we are asking is that the common protocols and understandings in this place be applied 
when someone misleads the house—I am absolutely positive it was not deliberate—and they correct the record. 
This matter would have been resolved if the Minister for Police had come into this place yesterday afternoon and 
said, “I made a mistake in question time; I got it wrong; police officers will be covered by these laws and their 
pay will be covered by these laws that restrict public servants’ pay.” Because the minister did not do that, all we 
are asking is that she adhere to the time-honoured traditions of this place and correct the record. It is not too 
much to ask. In my view, this motion is very gentle. We have not conducted this debate in any sort of accusatory 
or nasty tone. We have said that this is an urgent matter because when the house has been misled, the traditions, 
the protocols, and the conventions of this place require that the record be corrected. That is why we think this 
debate is urgent. It is up to members opposite to say whether they want to have a debate, but I think the minister 
should correct the record and apologise to the house for misleading it.  

Question to be Put 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Leader of the House) [4.04 pm]: I move — 

That the question be now put. 

Division 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
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Ayes (34) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr J.H.D. Day Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr F.A. Alban Ms E. Evangel Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr J. Norberger 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.M. Francis Mr R.S. Love Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr B.J. Grylls Mr J.E. McGrath Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr V.A. Catania Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr C.D. Hatton Mr N.W. Morton  
Ms M.J. Davies Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan  

Noes (18) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti  
Mr D.J. Kelly Mr P. Papalia Mr P.C. Tinley  

            

Pairs 
 Mr I.M. Britza Ms J.M. Freeman 
 Ms W.M. Duncan Dr A.D. Buti 
 Hon R.F. Johnson Mr C.J. Tallentire 

Question thus passed. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

The SPEAKER: As this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need the support of an 
absolute majority for it to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (18) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.B. Watson 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr D.A. Templeman (Teller) 
Mr W.J. Johnston Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti  
Mr D.J. Kelly Mr P. Papalia Mr P.C. Tinley  

Noes (34) 

Mr P. Abetz Mr J.H.D. Day Dr G.G. Jacobs Mr D.C. Nalder 
Mr F.A. Alban Ms E. Evangel Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr J. Norberger 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.M. Francis Mr R.S. Love Mr D.T. Redman 
Mr I.C. Blayney Mrs G.J. Godfrey Mr W.R. Marmion Mr A.J. Simpson 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr B.J. Grylls Mr J.E. McGrath Mr M.H. Taylor 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Dr K.D. Hames Mr P.T. Miles Mr T.K. Waldron 
Mr V.A. Catania Mrs L.M. Harvey Ms A.R. Mitchell Mr A. Krsticevic (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr C.D. Hatton Mr N.W. Morton  
Ms M.J. Davies Mr A.P. Jacob Dr M.D. Nahan  

            

Pairs 
 Ms J.M. Freeman Mr I.M. Britza 
 Dr A.D. Buti Ms W.M. Duncan 
 Mr C.J. Tallentire Hon R.F. Johnson 

Question thus negatived. 
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